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Amy Yakola:  I am pleased to welcome to the desk Joanne P. McCallie and student 
athletes Jasmine Thomas and Karima Christmas and Joy Cheek. 
Joanne P. McCallie:  It was a great game and it was physical, and athletic, and quick out 
there.  I'm proud of our team's effort defensively and offensively.  The way we attacked 
the basket to get to the line and forcing the turnovers that were forced.  Everybody did 
something very important out there.  I thought Shay Selby gave us some great moves off 
the bench.  And she had a lot of composure and Jas, Joy, and Karima were very, very 
steady and always attacking, always looking for  each other, doing everything for each 
other on the floor.  That was a great basketball game. 
 
Moderator:  We'll start with Tom on the left. 
 
Q Coach, what were you able to do in terms of controlling the game in the last 5  or 
6 minutes you were not able to do in the first 30 or 45. 
Joanne P. McCallie:  I think with the players the execution and the effort and rebounding 
picked up tremendously, in that time our defensive intensity picked up and there was 
great plays made, steals and deflections.  And I think the team brought it up another 
notch in intensity and immediacy to what we were doing.  And fighting each other on the 
floor.  There was some great looks.  Jas was penetrating a lot and fighting people, and 
rolling out a screen.  There was a period of time when they were on both ends of the 
floor the team was really dictating together.  We'd like to do that for 40 minutes but.  
Yeah. 
 
Q Tom just asked the question I was going to ask.  To Jas what picked up your 
individual game offensively. 
> 
Jasmine Thomas:  I think I was more aggressive in the second half overall.  You have to 
take what the defense gives you, and I had one on me all game.  And playing of off the 
screen and knowing I had to get the ball off the teammate, and I think that is what I did 
in the last ten minutes not looking to score, but looking to set my teammates up. 
Q Coach, Allison Vernery seemed kind of overwhelmed by maybe the first three 
gaffes of the tournament.  And with the game very much on the line she comes in at the 



second half and Shay she gets deflects an entry pass and blocks a shot and gets a 
defensive rebound and scores.  Where does that come from and does that significantly 
change the getting up to speed in tournament play? 
Joanne P. McCallie:  I can't say Allison is not here.  I think she got mad.  I think Alli got 
mad and when Alli gets mad that is an interesting Alli.  She was yelling.  She was very, 
very aggressive.  You are right, she made beautiful stops and plays at critical times.  I love 
to see that.  I love to see that.  It's all a learning process.  I think she got mad and focused 
and she had fed off her teammates.  And it was a good feeling for Alli to get that off the 
floor. 
 
Q Jas, this is going to be your third appearance in the ACC championship game.  
What have you learned from your previous two that you think will apply this time that 
will help you win a lot? 
Jasmine Thomas:  I mean, I guess I have to say there is controlling the game.  I think 
especially with last year we were right in the game, but we didn't make the key stops we 
needed to make, or we didn't hit the shots we needed to hit or control the tempo.  I think 
coming into tomorrow no matter who we play that is what we have to do is control the 
game and come out ready to play. 
 
Q Joy, could you talk a little bit about the last ten minutes as well.  It seemed like you 
were able to find that extra gear against Georgia Tech today. 
Joy Cheek:  I think that is what the tournament is about.  You are going to have tough 
games all the way through and it's expected.  You have to make stops and you have to 
make scores.  We were able to do that.  We attack more often at the free throw lines and 
we capitalized on it and we get to the free throw line.  We knew it was going to be a close 
game and it was close down to the end and we needed to make them stop, and we really 
made a point to each other to do that. 
 
Q Karima, I think the last four minutes yesterday set up turnovers against Maryland.  
You forced turnovers and steals and I think it was five straight possessions today.  What 
is the common bond in those two games, and specifically denying the post in the last 5 or 
6 minutes of the game. 
Karima Christmas:  I think Maryland and Georgia Tech have been mostly focused on 
their post game so we have been trying to get the post and stuff and steal and being in 
front.  And I know down the stretch we were trying to get stopped from the post, and 
No. 22 got out and I knew we were going into the bigs. 
 
Q Can you speak to when Karima starts guarding people the way she was today, what 
does that make -- I guess what does that do for your team and can you just kind of 
describe how she is sometimes in practice. 
Joy Cheek:  Karima is a great defender she has last athleticism.  So you have to be 
confident when she guards the person with the ball, away from the ball.  Because she can 
do a lot of things, she can block shots and she can really frustrate.  And so it's very, very 
good for us to have a player like that on our team.  And she gets everybody else going.  
When you see how hard she is working you want to have a pay off what she did.  So 
when impact the landings and the posts are trying to get the stop down low.  So it gets us 
started. 
 
Q Coach and Joy, could you address this.  Thirty one straight wins against the team, 
it's almost unthinkable.  When you take the floor against that team is there that added 
confidence right off the bat, or is there the pressure -- how much of that is really brought 



to the top? 
Joy Cheek:  I don't know if it was a 31-win game.  I wasn't here for 31.  I don't think 
there was any pressure.  You want to go out and beat them.  It would have been if we 
lost them 31 games.  You want to go out there and win.  That is the only thing they were 
in the way of us getting into the finals of the ACC Tournament and that is all we thought 
about.  It's nice to add another one to the streak.  But I didn't know that and I couldn't 
think about that either. 
 
Q Ardossi was a dominate player and how big of a priority and how were you able to 
accomplish that? 
Joanne P. McCallie:  It was a high priority.  She is an excellent player.  She plays 
physically and she got 8 rebounds with her 8 points and still got 3 assists.  So she is 
always working.  The whole team Joy had a lot to do with that because matched up with 
her player for player and then matching up -- in her match up a little bit against Joy and 
Krystal and Allison and everybody.  It's a team effort and the guards tried to dig in and 
help as well.  I thought later in the game that when she caught the ball at certain places 
on card to the top did a great job on her, and kept her from turning the corner using her 
right hand and dribbling right.  And then she became more of a passer to 45.  She 
connected on one or two of those at 45, but for the most part she was neutralized and 
looking to score, and she was great player and an excellent team offensive effort on her 
part. 
 
Q Coach, this is the situation the last two years and someone else got the celebration.  
What would it mean to you and the program to hang an ACC banner?   
Joanne P. McCallie:  This team has worked so hard.  We love the opportunity.  We have 
been there before.  We have had fantastic games and we love Greensboro, in general.  At 
the same time my mind is on rebounding a little bit and getting better as a team and 
allowing that to be our focus.  To go after closing out the tournament and being 
aggressive there.  At this point of the year we are picky about things and we have to do 
things right.  What I'm saying is I really would like to rebound and have something that 
catapults us into success.  And bring the balloons our way. 
 
Q A couple of questions, first of all you had a couple of upsets during the 
tournament and a lot of close games.  And I was wondering Coach and also Jasmine, if 
you could talk about the power of the conference.  And have you been finalists the past 
couple of years I wonder what it's like the night of a loss and whether you think a win 
tomorrow will perhaps compensate for losing the last two championship games if you 
win the final tomorrow. 
Jasmine Thomas:  in the conference we see that all season long.  I mean, we were in the 
top team but we took it out of Boston College and out of UNC and anyone can win or 
lose on any given night and just coming into the championship game you just have to be 
focused on who wants it more.  That at the end of the day who wanted it more. 
 
Joanne P. McCallie:  I'm sorry I lost the question.  Well it's a new year.  You know, it's 
great, we show great consistency in getting to the final which is outstanding because you 
have to get there.  To me it's a new year and in terms of last year and the year before 
those teams did a great job and to me it's a new year and it's a new team and I can't wait.  
I'm excited.  I'm excited to be playing.  We could be practicing, but we are playing for a 
championship.  I think playing is a lot better. 
 
Q Does that mean you want it?  You want it more this year than -- I mean it's nice to 



say you are rebounding and I wonder how much you want this championship. 
Joanne P. McCallie:  I think words can't express that, I think only actions can. 
Amy Yakola:  Any further questions?  We'll see you tomorrow. 
Joanne P. McCallie:  Thank you very much.   


