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Steve Phillips:  We are joined now by Duke Head Coach Joanne P McCallie and 
student athletes Jasmine Thomas, Joy Cheek, Bridgette Mitchell, and Keturah 
Jackson.  Coach, first an opening statement for you and then we'll open the floor 
for questions. 
Joanne P. McCallie:  We are obviously very proud, and of their fight throughout 
this tournament.  And we have had three terrific basketball game All three reflect 
an NCAA type of environment in terms of the physicality and urgency it takes to 
be successful in this kind of tournament. But everybody is here the leadership 
from our seniors I can't speak enough about that, KJ, Dee, and Joy and what Jas 
does as a point guard, and the front runner of the year, and keeping the team 
poised and aggressive and making a choice out there.  We are excited and grateful 
to our fans and the fans that came out to support our team.  We are just kind of 
like the appetizer, you know, for the big meal.  And it's a very good appetizer.  
And it was awfully nice to dominate the boards the way we did.  It's a good 
message if you dominate the boards you can do just about anything. 
 
Steve Phillips:  We'll open the floor for questions.   
 
Q North Caroline State came out with a lot of energy what did you do to come 
back from that? 
Joanne P. McCallie:  State focused and poised and keep attacking.  It's a 
tournament setting and obviously they did what they could to get where they were 
as a team.  Our team readjusted, refocus.  Really we had a no-scoreboard 
mentality that is so early in the game and it's hard to know what that means at all.  
And so it's a good idea to focus and play together.  I think our team did a very, 
very good job of that. 
 
Q Brigitte, you all had 19-9 advantage on the offensive glass and how did you 
accomplish that and what impact did that have?   
Bridgette Mitchell:  We had some offensive rebounds because we weren't 
thinking attack, attack the basket.  We wanted to get more than one shot.  I think 
we did a good job of doing that by the numbers we had by opposite rebounds. 
 



Q This question is for Joy.  Can you speak about how gratifying this 
championship is for you and your team and for what you have done? 
Joy Cheek:  We worked hard coming into this year.  We had this goal in mind.  
The four of us had gone through -- two of us -- three of us I'm sorry have seen us 
go to ACC Tournament Championship and come up short.  We had to watch it 
fall down to someone else.  We didn't want to have to see that happen again.  It 
was embarrassing feeling and we didn't want to feel like that begin.  And for 
myself this is my last year.  I couldn't win the ACC Championship another year.  I 
have a chance at it.  So it's humbling and exciting and I can't even express words.  
It's a great way to end the regular season for us. 
 
Q Coach, you have done this four times in all in different conferences and you 
are the first coach to do that.  What does that mean to you and how special is this 
one? 
Joanne P. McCallie:  Um, it's an extremely special coaching at Duke and 
coaching these women.  They are really incredible people.  As role models and I 
guess for me as a coach.  Coaching is the business of working with and 
developing people.  I have been extremely fortunate.  I don't know if I have ever 
been so fortunate to be at a place where these women are so bright and eager and 
so wanting to do things and so smart about things overall.  This is extraordinary 
for me and my family.  And I am excited to keep ongoing, and can't wait for the 
next kind of thing. 
 
Q Question for Coach and the players.  A week ago almost to the minute 
Duke finished the regular season with a disappointing loss on the road to a rival.  
How are you able to turn it around and refocus it quickly? 
Joy Cheek:  It was over.  That was in the regular season and our next goal was to 
win the ACC Championship.  That is what we thought about.  We couldn't take 
the game back and take the game back and win.  Our next goal was to win the 
ACC Championship and we didn't think about losing to Carolina.  We thought 
about winning this time. 
 
Q This question is for Jasmine. you just won the Championship and you look 
so serious up there.  Is this part of next opponent up.  Is there something else out 
there?  Obviously there is.  Can you speak to just that thought process? 
Jasmine Thomas:  Yeah, I think you just caught me, blank stare.  And I'm excited 
like everybody is.  It's great feeling.  I was here two years and lost as well.  I'm 
thinking about what is next.  I can't help but do that.  We finally accomplished 
our goal in winning the ACC Championship and now we want to go on and win 
the NCAA Tournament. 
 
Q To add to what Joy said.  How can you be thinking about this is my last 
chance to do this? 
Bridgette Mitchell:  I was thinking about it the entire season.  Going into every 
game I was thinking this is my last year.  And as Joy mentioned, to have the 
opportunity to be here again, and after having lost those three years, it was just, 
now or never.  And that is how I approached it.   
Keturah Jackson:  I have to say the same thing.  We have special teams. 
 
Steve Phillips:  Any further questions for the student athletes? 
 



Q Coach, you being a team that has been on a roll for a now.  You had one 
bad loss how impressed are you with North Carolina State. 
Joanne P. McCallie:  They did a fantastic job.  They had an extremely strong 
finish.  They are a different team than they were before.  I think if Kellie and her 
staff, the team have done a great job, and they should be proud and excited and 
the NCAA Tournament moving forward, that is great to see.  Obviously that 
program has been through a lot.  They should certainly celebrate what they are 
doing and what they have done. 
 
Steve Phillips:  Question at the back. 
 
Q Coach, it's said that you have to lose one before you know how to win one, 
you know, true or not does that make this one sweeter?  Going through what you 
did the last two years and finally being able to do it this year does that make it 
that much better? 
Joanne P. McCallie:  I know there are lots made of the years, but every team is so 
uniquely different.  This team is created -- they are responsible for what they 
create.  That applies now too.  They are responsible for what they create.  This 
team is committed.  This team sticks together.  And they are looking in the same 
direction.  The credit goes with this team's ability to stay with each other, and 
stay focus and to play the kind of basketball they choose to play.  It's hard you 
can't compare the teams.  I never believe you have to lose to learn anything.  That 
is for sure.  But this group, in particular, should be given the credit for the 
commitment they made over the summer the way they came back and the 
leadership on this team all to my left here.  And the fact that they stayed together 
and they don't make excuses and they don't have any regrets. 
Steve Phillips:  Any further question for Coach and these students?  Okay.  Well 
thanks again congratulations.  Best of the luck. 


