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First-round quotes

AN INTERVIEW WITH TOM LEHMAN

TODD BUDNICK: We welcome Tom Lehman after a 4-under 67 in hisfirst here at the
Chryder Championship. Tom your first visit to Tampa, | believe, for a TOUR event. You played a
pretty good first round, your thoughts on the course.

TOM LEHMAN: Wéll, I'm pretty impressed with the golf course. 1'm sure you hear that.
The golf courseisan A plus. It'stough. It'sfair. It demands great course management. You ve got
to hit it solid, and youve got to put it in the fairway. That's the biggest thing out here, you put the
ball in the fairway, youve got a chance to score. If you put it in the rough, you're going to be
struggling.

TODD BUDNICK: Your 44th on the money list coming in, looking for your best TOUR
finish since 2001, when you finished 20th, you are al ready in the Masters, what do us use in this
tournament to top that or get in THE TOUR Championship?

TOM LEHMAN: Yes, my goal obviously, the reason for playing hereis | still have a chance
for Top-30. | think | need the Top-3 to do that, but it would be certainly nice to do that. | think I
went from about 9 or 10 years in arow in the Top-30 and haven't been in there since about 2001 or
2. So it would be nice to kind of get back in the group.

TODD BUDNICK: Questions?



Q. Do you find that at this stage of your career that there is any lack of motivation, or s it
the same as it was for you 10 years ago? Isit hard to keep that going still after having accomplished
agreat deal?

TOM LEHMAN: No, the motivation is definitely still there. Probably more so now that it
has been in awhile. It's frustrating to play poorly. So the frustration level gets up there at times.
Most of my issues have been physical.

There have been issues with knees and feet and things like that. My golf swing has always
been predicated on good strong leg action. When my legs work, | hit it great. When | hit it gredt, |
usually have a good week. When my legs are hurting and my knees are hurting, | have had a couple
of surgeries and a bunch of problems. When they hurt, I don't use my legs. It becomes an upper
body swing and you play poorly.

So you can look at my performance over the last three or four or five years and you can track
it.

It feels good, it feels bad. It feels good, it feels bad.

Q. It'sone thing to keep driving the ball in the fairway, but on this course, do you fed it goes
beyond just getting it in the fairway as far as creating good birdie opportunities?

TOM LEHMAN: Yes. If you put it in the fairway, it gives you a better chance to put it in
the right spot on the green. If you get downhill, down grain putt out here, it's pretty doggone fast.
You want to try to keep it below the hole in the right spots in the green. So putting it in the fairway
gives you a better chance to do that. No guarantees. You can till hit a bad shot from the fairway.
But at least you have afighting chance. Y ou can make some birdies.

You're not going to drive it in the fairway every hole all week long out here. | hit every
fairway today. It's not going to happen again for along time.

Q. Hasit ever happened?

TOM LEHMAN: It's happened a few times, but not very often. Certainly a course like this
it's hard to hit al of the fairways. In part, it's picking the proper club off the tees. | hit afair amount
of 3-woods and a couple of oneirons and some drivers. | kind of pick out the best spot in the
fairway to hit it to, the widest spot, and | hit it there. My iron gameisreally solid. | marked my ball
with a Sharpie, to put a spot in my ball to identify it. There is so many iron shots with alittle black
dot in the dead center of the club face, it's like, look at that, another solid iron shot, right in the
middle of the club face.

So if you are driving it in the fairway, and hitting your irons solid, controlling your distance,
you are going to give yourself sonme birdie chances.



Q. Tom, what kind of schedule do you anticipate playing next year as the Ryder Cup
captain, will it be full, and is there any scenario in which you would play on the team? Is that a
possibility at all?

TOM LEHMAN: Oh, yes. Answering the last part of the question first, al | want on our
team are the 12 best players, no matter who they are, or where they are from. No matter how old
they are, or how young they are. | want the 12 best players.

If I'm playing at that level, or | am definitely one of them, the answer would | play, would be
an absolutely yes. I'm not there yet. But I'm working on it. But we want the 12 best guys. That's al
| would ever say about any of that. Whoever the 12 best players are, that's who | want.

Interms of playing afull schedule, I'll probably get together with Julius Mason at some point
in the next month or month and a half and kind of go over in detail what exactly kind of
responsibilities | will have next year with media requests, media days or whatever it might be, just so
| can | have an understanding on how much time is going to be required. How | can budget my time,
so that | can play afull schedule. | definitely plan on playing afull schedule.

Q. Has Julius sent you any free stuff yet?
TOM LEHMAN: You know, they invited me to on a free trip to Hawaii.

Q. For the Grand Slam?

TOM LEHMAN: For the Grand Slam, we are trying to make it work. It may not happen
unfortunately. It's before Thanksgiving. I've got some commitments already. They are really good
about making sure that I'm taken care of.

Q. How well did you know Joe Steranka, what did you think about his promotion?

TOM LEHMAN: Heisasuper guy. | really like Jim Autry alot. He'sdone agreat job. He
has been aredlly good friend to my wife and | over alot of years. So with him stepping down, and
Joe stepping in it will be agood transition. Joe is a sharp guy. He knows what's going on, Heis
funny. He sends me all kinds of clever little comments, viaemails. So | enjoy his sense of humor.

Q. Doesthe idea of making the team as the captain a nice little goal to give yourself, or isit
not that way, if it happens it happens?

TOM LEHMAN: No, | definitely believe in setting goals. Y ou wanted to set them high. If |
thought it was an unattainable goal | wouldn't even ponder it. But | know there is no doubt in my
mind that if I'm healthy and motivated and working hard, and if | can make a few putts I've got as
good a chance as anybody. Points are quadrupled next year. I'm kind of looking at January 1 asa
green light goes on, everybody takes off running. | hope to be running right there with them. 1 think
for anumber of reasons. Personally | would like to make the team. | went to the President's Cup. It
was great watching them play, but | wished | was out there playing. | would love to be a part of a
team that wins the Ryder Cup. The winning captain would be great. Being a part of the winning
team would be super great.

Plus, you know, with that said, I've always believed that there is abig part of leading by
example.

| think the players out here understand that | think it's a big deal that | want to make the team.
It's worth fighting for. It's a good example to set.



Q. Would you be captain if you made the team, if you felt like you were one of the best 12
Americans?

TOM LEHMAN: Let merephraseit. | would never pick mysalf. If | finished 11th | would
never pick myself ever.

Q. | thought you said there was a scenario where you could actually finish in the Top-10 but

TOM LEHMAN: If | was going south. If | started the year phenomenal, and was going
south in a hurry, not feeling well, whatever the problem might be, had a really rough last four
months leading up to the Ryder Cup, | would definitely have to look at see who is No. 11.

If No. 11 was someone going the other direction, if he was charging and playing great golf,
had way more potentia to help the team, | would, without question, say I'm going to sit this one oui.
Well take No. 11.

Q. What happened on No. 1 today?

TOM LEHMAN: On my tenth hole, | made the turn 2-under, | hit areally good drive; 240 or
245 to the pin whatever. | hit a3-wood just alittle left. It went into that left bunker. I've never
played in atournament. | only played one round here, so | wasn't quite familiar with how dead you
were in that |eft bunker when the pin isin the front left of the green. | was looking at, whoa, it's
straight down hill, with the green, there is no way to stop this thing unless | hit the pin. So | aimed at
the pin, | hit the pin and it went in.

| went to 4-under, and | just played very well. | made one bogey, a 3-putt on the third hole.
Golf is sometimes funny. | hit areally good 1-iron and areally good 4 -iron. Had about a 35-footer
up over, diding left, a big sweeping hooking and puitt, hit a beautiful putt that burned the top edge of
the hole and went four-and-a-half feet passed down green. Hit a beautiful putt coming back and
broke across and lipped out on the bottom side. 1 hit 4 perfect shots and made a5. That's the way
golf is.

Q. Why haven't you played here before?

TOM LEHMAN: 1 think -- that's a good question. I'm not really sure. | think alot of itis
scheduling. You get into the last tournament of the year, even if awin doesn't get me in the Top-30
or whatever. Part of it isfamily related. Thistime of the year I'm missing a lot of baseball games
and alot of hockey games at home. A lot of football games that my daughter is cheering at. It'sa
good time to be home.

Q. As you know, were speculating a lot about the new schedule, as it relates to this
tournament, there is some talk that if the Player's Championship is moved to May, maybe they could
jump to that spot in the goring. | know you got limited experience here, but from what you've seen,
would this stand up in the spring, would it be a good place to come after Bay Hill?

TOM LEHMAN: How isthe weather in the spring here?



Q. | would say it's maybe atouch better than it is in Jacksonville. We are just a little farther
south. Thereis aways that, wind and there can be rain but it's warm.

TOM LEHMAN: Wédll, you know, | think THE PLAYERS isan A plus exactly whereit is
at. | don't know how you can possibly make that tournament better than it is right now. Even with a
change. |1 mean I've heard they wanted to play the course on Bermuda grass on the greens as
opposed to over seeded greens. There is no way to make the greens better than they are. | don't care
when you play. Thereisno way to make the crowds better. No way to make the tournament better.
All they are doing it by moving it to May is mess up the schedule further for that part of the year
when you have so many other great events. Y ou have Wachovia, Colonial, Memorial, U.S. Open,
Westchester. There is so many great events that time of year. It's adding one more major hiccup
into, you know, somebody is going to get burned.

It would be nice to see this tournament move before THE TOUR Championship somewhere.
But I'm not really in favor of moving THE PLAY ERS Championship.

Q. Any chance your course gets the Match Play?
TOM LEHMAN: Which oneisthat?

Q. Tucson.

TOM LEHMAN: You know thereis 36 there. | heard that they were looking at the course
that | wasn't involved with, the Gallery. There is a north course which | helped (design). And there
isasouth course. Someone told me they were looking at the south course. | don't know if that's true
or not. It'sagreat facility. It would be a great place.

Q. How many golf coursesis there on the resort area?
TOM LEHMAN: How many near there?

Q. Yes

TOM LEHMAN: Thereisabunch of courses around there. Dove Mountain, where the
Gallery is, there is several, and there is more planned. It'sagreat spot. | would love to see them
play atournament on one of my courses. That would be fun. Nationwide plays a course that |
designed outside of Minneapolis. So it's fun kind of seeing the guys play it and getting their
feedback. You learn about what's good and what's bad when it's played in competition and getting
the best playersto play.

TODD BUDNICK: How about your other birdies, Tom?

TOM LEHMAN: 11 apar-5, just a sand wedge for athird shot to about eight feet, maybe
seven feet.

15, par-3, I'm trying to remember what | did there. | can't remember the 15th hole. 4-iron to
about 15 feet, really good shot there and made that puit.

The 7th hole a 3-wood, 9-iron to about six feet.

TODD BUDNICK: Good. Thanks, Tom.



