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AN INTERVIEW WITH SHAUN MICHEEL

DAVE LANCER: Shaun Micheel with us, 7-under par 64. Just your genera
thoughts on how you played today with the weather?

SHAUN MICHEEL: Yes, they were, you know. | played all day yesterday in the
Pro-Am. It wasraining. You could see the golf course was starting to change just alittle
bit.

| think most of us like to come to the golf course when it's playing pretty firm
because it's typically afairly long golf course, with what they've done adding some new
tees and so forth.

| left late last night about 6 or 6:15. It was pitch dark just working on a couple of
things in my game and my putting in particular. So | was a little anxious, maybe nervous,
maybe about how that was going to work.

It's kind of hard to tee up in around with such a quality field, and working on
something.

But | kind of realize in order to get better at this game, sometimes you got to take
some chances. | did that today. | had anice start. | feel like | played this golf course
enough to maybe have alittle bit more experience on some of the places that you can
miss your shots, where you can play from, where you can get up and down from, where
you can putt from, and | think that helped me today because | haven't been striking the
ball maybe as well as | would have like. But when | looked back on it, that may have
helped me to know that | can just kind of aim for the middle of the greens, and that is
kind of what | was doing.

And if any of you followed me out, you probably saw that | made some pretty
long putts which is a nice change for me.

Q. (Inaudible)?

SHAUN MICHEEL: Theanswer isD. All of the above there. | wasjust really
struggling with just making putts, and | worked on Tuesday with Stan Utley (phn), who
helped alot of players.

He told me a couple of thing, one particular was in my grip, a certain part of my
grip, and | wasn't able to really get that into play yet. But | did move the ball back on my
stance, that is the one thing that | did do because | have a tendency to have the ball creep
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too far forward which causes all sorts of things. You know, you fedl like maybe you are
going to pull the ball left of the hole, and you try to hold the putter off and you hit it off
to theright. So | moved the ball back in my stance.

And actually what I'm thinking about is, I'm thinking about Tom Watson, if you
can believe it, he plays the ball middle to forward and has a nice firm stroke, and | felt
like that's what | did. | think when you get the ball forward in your stance it has a
tendency to come back alittle bit farther, and alittle bit more to the inside causing a lot
of miss hits, alot of poor speeds, alot of putts that just have poor speeds, and | did missa
couple of four or five footers. But, you know, | felt really, really comfortable today and
it was nice to see some finally go in.

Q. Shaun, after August and what happened there, are you now a little more
comfortable in this situation being out in front?

SHAUN MICHEEL: Weéll, | think any time you have Tiger Woods and | Vijay
Singh, and guys like that in the field, | fed kind of under the limelight | think. It isnice
to be able to go out in a practice round of a Pro-Am and have people pull for you. Even
last week playing with Tiger the first few rounds | was supported very well, and it isa
nice feeling. | fed like | have come of age so to speak. You work hard out here to, you
know, try to win tournaments and earn respect of your peers and you then you get out
here and you realize you don't have to earn the respect of the players, but the fans and the
media, and that's very difficult, and | think that maybe I'm starting to get a handle on that.

You know, | enjoyed my last four months. | felt like | got alittle bit better
handling what pressure like | felt like there was. A lot of players have really helped me
to try to get me to redlize, you know, there redlly is no more pressure on you now than
ther was -- the hardest win is to get your first win and it's to relax and go out. Guys like
Jeff Sluman, Nick Price, Bob Tway have been good friends of mine and have really
helped me out tremendously with that.

Q. Your agent said you actually staked it in there on two or three other ones
where you had like 4-foot birdie putts when you could have been in the neighborhood of
60 or s0?

SHAUN MICHEEL: Yes, | played well. Of course, around this golf course the
par-5s really aren't reachable. In order to shoot around like | did, you are making alot of
20 and 25 footers. | missed one -- par 3, | think it was 13, | missed one. Or 14, | guess,
from about four-and-a-half feet, and | kind of was a little degjected because | made two
nice puttsin arow. So | made some puitts out there that | probably shouldn't have. Some
maybe you are just trying to get close, and that just happens.

I'm very happy with the way things went today, outside of missing a couple of
short ones. Hey, you can't make them all. Of course, | wasn't thinking that after | missed
thefirst one. (Laughter).

But when | go back and look at my round | just felt like | played a nice smart
round of golf, and | left myself in alot of good positions on the green, so I'm very happy
with the way | managed myself out there.

Q. Shaun, how much, or when people talk to you, do they discuss that final great
shot, at the PGA, and do you think about it much?
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SHAUN MICHEEL: WEéll, people come up to me all the time and they mention
that shot. | think that is one shot that probably sticks out in everyone's mind. One it was
kind of a defining moment. And the other it was basically the last shot of the tournament
that everybody remembers. It was, for me -- | don't really think about it that much
anymore. |I'm still out there trying to hit quality shots each and every time | go out there.
But it is nice to be remembered for something. | mean | watched the video every now
and then. | haven't seen it for amonth or so. I'm still amazed that it didn't goin. Yes,
you know, | think you guys, you guys write history, make history, and the players just
play the game. And whatever you write about us, as long as we don't say something
stupid, we are usually okay with it. But | think that's probably something that is going to
stay with me along time. It was a nice feeling to know that | can close a tournament.

Q. Shaun, you mentioned kind of flying under the radar, are you more
comfortable flying under the radar, would you prefer that, or do you like being out in
front and being recognized?

SHAUN MICHEEL: | don't seem to have any problem with it. Three or four
weeks ago | was in Thailand playing, Ben Curtis and | were invited over there to play and
| felt | was there because of what | had done at the PGA. So | felt like there was maybe a
little pressure there, going out with Colin Montgomery and Thomas Bjorn, two great
European players, | felt like | was there and | was under the microscope, so to speak.

Over here, | would like to have that problem alittle bit more. As| said earlier,
when you have Tiger and Vijay, guys that are battling out one and two in the world,
people have a tendency to gravitate toward those two players and understandably so.
Maybe one day, | will get to that level, that's certainly agoa of mine, but | don't have a
problem either way.

Q. (Inaudible)?

SHAUN MICHEEL: | do, absolutely. | said that after | took my father to
Scotland to play in the Dunhill Links championship. Thisis no knock on the fans here.
I'm not talking about this city. | think people over here are a little bit more star struck
than they are -- when | was in Scotland playing, | noticed there was one particular time
that | was in the middle of the fairway, and | hit a shot to about 15 feet, which | thought
was a great shot, and | got afew claps.

And then someone else was in a greenside bunker in the same group, and hit it
about two feet, and it was areally incredible shot, and he got a roar.

| just think that the people over here, it's changed, and | think it's great for the
game. But the fansin Scotland, where the game started, are so much more familiar, and
so much more respectful | think of what you are trying to do out there. There are times
that we get out there, and we are all trying our best to get out there to do well, and you
get snickers and jeers from the crowd. Y ou get people making comments, and everybody
wants to be a comedienne, and | guess they need to moveto L.A. Thisis where the
movies are made. It'sfrustrating. They just don't realize that we are trying our hardest
out there. So people around the world, they are just great golf fans.

So, yes, | think it's different overseas. | think people don't have the opportunity
like we have in the states. We are playing 40-some weeks ayear. Every week thereisa
golf tournament on T.V. When there is not playing of atournament, you got the Skills
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Challenge. Look at Mark McGwire, heis ready to join the tour. So they just are hungry
for golf, 1 think, in other parts of the world, and if | can be a part of that, all the better.

Q. (Inaudible)?

SHAUN MICHEEL: 1 do think that has lot to do with it. You know, but | want
to play in the United States, that is obviously where | want to play. It's great fun. There
is so much more to do than just play golf. You st there and you watch somebody hit a
white ball into ahole. It's not for everyone.

Q. What does it take for you to be a star?

SHAUN MICHEEL: | don't know, maybe another PGA Championship. | don't
know. I'm trying to get there. | don't need that really. | think I'm pretty grounded. |
don't need five airplanes. | don't need 6 yachts. | don't know need any of that. | have my
wife and my new son now, and so, of course, | need to make aliving. That'swhat I'm
doing. | got to be able to pay for my trip to L.A. and pay for my hotel down there in
Santa Monica. So there are things. Y ou got to make money. And | think | did that for a
while. | think every Sunday, or every Monday | looked in the paper, and | thought how
much money did that putt cost me, or how much could | have made if | did that. Now |
don't do it, you just drive yourself nuts. 1 think I'm learning.

| don't know what it takesto be astar. | don't know if | have that quality.

Q. (Inaudible)?

SHAUN MICHEEL: Right, right. | would like to improve my game. | would
like to become Top-10 in the world, | think, at some point, be a lot more consistent of a
player. It's fun coming in here, | enjoy it. And | would like to be a constant fixture in this
chair. Thisisnice. (Laughter.)

Q. Shaun, when you won the PGA and you are standing there on the green, and
you are thinking about maybe what all of this means, or how long it took you to get here
and all of this, in the following months, was it what you expected it to be being a Major
champion?

SHAUN MICHEEL: | don't know. | was hit with alot, alot of commitment, and
it was interesting when | turned my phone on when Stephanie and | finally got back to
the hotel at 12 or 12:30 that night, and | had 80-some missed calls, and | thought well,
maybe thisis alittle bit more than | expected. But it was -- | felt like at the end, going on
to the next week at Firestone, when | got there that afternoon and didnt get a tee off on
my practice round until about two or three o'clock in the afternoon, and | had gotten there
about eight. | knew something was a little bit different. | was unique. | was a story that
week. It felt really nice. | was certainly happyto doit. | till try to make as much time
for everyone as| can.

Stephanie, or my manager will tell you I'm kind of ayes guy. | have a difficult
time saying no, and | don't say no very often. | don't know how guys like Tiger -- how
Tiger handlesit al. He has a great support group as | do, but to be wanted by everyone,
every single day of the year, that's got to be very difficult, and | admire what he does.

Q. (Inaudible)?
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SHAUN MICHEEL: | didn't know | had 87 friends. | don't really.

Q. From agolf standpoint, you talk to Mgor champions to once they win maybe
their first, they immediately try harder to get better because they think now I'm a Magjor
champion, | should play like one, I'm going to get better at this or that; have you gone
through that, have you fallen into that?

SHAUN MICHEEL: A little bit. | don't know how Ben Curtisfeels, but | know
that you look at Mike and you look at Jim, and they have had victories outside of their
Major championship last year. | don't know if I'mgoing to try any harder or not. | feel
thereisone thing | need to do | need to maintain a certain level of attitude, politeness. So
| fed like I'm that way any way, but | fed like, you know, | have to -- it's not that | get
angry on the golf course, but | feel like | have to present mysalf in alittle different light
on the golf course now. | never be one -- | never really throw clubs. I'll get aggravated
out there, I might toss one at the bag or something. But that's probably the biggest thing |
need to do. Aside from the fact that | want to contend a little bit more. | can only do so
much to control that. | can hit balls and practice and al of that. But when you get to the
tournament -- the four Mgjors are so different, and the golf coursesare so difficult than
the regular events. | think that's why you don't see one guy winning all of the Mgjors,
aside from Tiger who seems to have that game.

Q. Playing with Shigeki, how is his English for just general on course chitchat
because we kind of get akick out of him?

SHAUN MICHEEL: I'm amazed, he's smiling. He makes a bogey, and he is still
smiling. | enjoyed it. That'sthefirst time | played with him. | know how good of a
player heis. And if you might remember about two or three years ago he shot 59 or 58 in
aqualifier for the U.S. Open at agolf course. And in order to do that you got to be able
to putt very well, and he got off to kind of a dower start, and he just picked it right up.

| think alot of the players speak alot more English than | think they let on. |
think knowing their culture playing in Japan, unless they know perfect English, maybe
they are alittle hesitant to speak. But we had a nice time out there. He knows more
English than | know Japanese. So we are in my country now, if | go to Japan I'm going
to have to learn alittle bit.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Shaun. | appreciate it.
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