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      AN INTERVIEW WITH  SE RI PAK 

 
  

DANA GROSS-RHODE:  Thank you all for coming in.  Obviously, Se Ri, there 

has been a fantastic history for you here at Highland Meadows Golf Club, 

and you are now the third woman in LPGA Tournament history to win the same 

event five times.   

How does it feel to win again and also be among the likes of Mickey 

Wright and Annika Sorenstam?   

SE RI PAK: First score winnings are always great.  That's always been 

perfect.  You just want to win the tournament.  Second thing, one of them 

make history on my name.  I think that's pretty special.  Very grateful.  

Very exciting to have that happen, and '07 is a very, very special year, 

to be in the Hall of Fame and I won the Owens Corning Classic again.  I 

know the history of third woman to win five times the same event, that's 

pretty good.  Always make it something special.   

So I can't be asking more than this week.  It's really lovely week for 

me and always great for me.  Perfect for me.   

 

DANA GROSS-RHODE:  All right.  Do we have questions?  We will go over the 

scorecard later with her caddy. 

 

Q. Not the greatest of starts.  You had a couple of bogeys and she pulled 

even.  Can you talk about that, and then she gets the ace, which it's 

looking like it's her day, but you came right back after that.   

Can you talk about that sequence of holes and how you were not off to 

such a good start but bounced back and took control? 

SE RI PAK: Like I said, even today, starting not great, but I'm still 

solid all day.  I feel great about it, my game, about the golf course; but 

I knew Morgan, she played great yesterday with really difficult 



conditions, and I know her game is on fire this year.  Probably two days 

ago, the weather was perfect; the golf course condition is great.  So 

either way, I have to go really, really low, but somehow just expecting a 

couple of bogeys earlier, and she makes a couple of birdies, which is kind 

of hitting the other way, turning the other way, and then she got ace on 

No. 6, which is, I feel like, okay, was good until like 5.  That was going 

to be my way, but something changing totally her way.  But as soon as she 

makes ace, actually woke me right away, too.  I knew it, but I don't know 

who is going to win this event, but I know she is close, or I'm close, and 

I just don't want to give up at all.   

I want to win this event so badly.  I play so well last three days, 

too, and then, you know, she got an ace and I get birdie.  That's pretty 

good, especially the ace; and then after that, I feel really great.   

Some reason, my game was a lot more solid and a lot more confidence 

about it, and I knew it's not going to be easy all day today, but I'm 

pretty much a fighter.   

So, I mean, I just do my best all day long, and like I say, yesterday, 

I wish after 18 today, take my glove off and hopefully holding my trophy 

in my hand.  That's my goal, basically, but I did.   

So that's really, really great.  That's really great, because really 

all day, with Morgan, she is such a great player.  She's got some game; 

she's got a really great short game.  Pretty much she kept me up all day, 

which I was probably much harder to myself today, but after that, I got 

trophy, which is better.  So I feel great about it. 

 

Q. Was the most important shot you made all day the bogeys right after she 

had the hole-in-one? 

SE RI PAK: I think so.  I think so.  And then I make great chance on No. 

7, too.  That's only like 4, 5 feet for birdie. 

 

Q. I mean, you were sort of sent a message right away.  Great shot. 

SE RI PAK: Yes.  But I'm still there.  But she is just good.  She is 

really good putter.  As I say, just after she made ace, which makes me, 

Hey, you better work really hard; otherwise, the game is over.   

I got a great shot a couple of times, and over and over, and makes me 

think I'm still there.  I know at the point, probably the game is turning 

to my way, hopefully, at the end, which I really focus on every single 

shot, every single second, up to 18.  It's a pretty finish. 

 

Q. Se Ri, can you talk about after winning this tournament five times, is 

it still exciting for you to be here all the time? 

SE RI PAK: Yes, all the time, no matter what.  Even if you are winning 

every year, I'm still very excited about the winning.  There is no 

question about it.  I really love to golf here all the time.  I just want 

to be winning all the time, so this is one of my favorites.  Yes, 

definitely. 

 

Q. Can you talk about that shot you made on 18, your third shot? 

SE RI PAK: Third shot, I know Morgan has trouble, but you never know.  It 



can be holding from her distance, you know.  You never know, but I know I 

still have to finish a good way.  So only have 85 to the pin, and I got 

perfect club in my hand, and I'm trying to finish a good way, which is 

trying to make a birdie.  I had a solid shot there, and I didn't mean it 

to be that close, but the gallery liked it.  So it makes me happy.   

After all, the walk to the green, I feel like now I can, you know, feel 

really relaxed because I have a great chance.  So just the game of golf, 

as long as you not give up easily and you are a fighter, it can be all the 

time you can be great.  That's what I love about it. 

 

Q. Do you feel like you were really in a battle out there? 

SE RI PAK: I was.  All day.  All day long.  It's not easy day for me 

today, especially fighting for the winning, and then we only shot for like 

2-shot lead, and then I was 1 shot behind and 2 shots behind, which is 

just really not easy.  But she is young, and she has a long way to go.  

She knew her game pretty well.  So basically not easy.  She is not a 

little kid either.  So today, all day, for me was really good. 

 

Q. Could you go over the birdie on 15 which gave you the lead for good? 

SE RI PAK: 15 hole, got 3-wood.  That makes the turning point pretty close 

my way, I think.  I just really had a perfect shot on the tee and second 

shot was perfect on my right and only about 3 feet for birdie, which was 

pretty good.   

Still we got three holes to go.  We have two Par 5s, which you never 

know.  Par 5 is always the chance for birdie.  So she can make birdie, I 

can make birdie, we can make birdie for Par 5.   

So I think 15 is one of the key points at the end to turning the 

winning, I think. 

 

Q. Give or take a couple of dollars, do you know you've won a million 

dollars in this tournament, as of today? 

SE RI PAK: Well, I like to hear about making a million dollars from this 

city, but I think it's a very special city.  I have to talk to my agent 

about something because I have a great relationship with the city.   

That's the accountant there.  He can help me out.   

Really, I would really love to do that.  I think just something, 

really, because this city is always forgiving me.  That's very special 

city, so I will, part of it. 

 

Q. You've been in the final group out here a lot of times.  Have you ever 

seen more people out there than there were today? 

SE RI PAK: Is it today there was lots of people, right?  That's the first 

time I ever see a lot of gallery here.  I talked to TJ and talked to 

someone, and I say, That's the most fans out here I ever see.  That's 

great.  Every year I know there's lots of fans out there, but this year is 

amazing.  It makes a difference, yes. 

 

DANA GROSS-RHODE:  Any other questions for Se Ri? 

 



Q. Compared to the last three days, the weather here was perfectly calm.  

Did that help your game at all today, or were you just used to the wind by 

this point? 

SE RI PAK: Today, without the wind, it feels weird.  I was just probably 

just this morning, I talked to one of the Korean players and said, You 

know, what, something missing here today.  Perfect weather, great 

conditions, great golf course, but what's missing is the wind.  It was 

weird.  I don't hear anything like the wind going by my ears.  But I know 

today, even though like today is perfect day, is sometimes more difficult 

to play well.  I mean, I think.  Because windy day, bad conditions, you 

always like focused so hard.  Perfect day, you are focusing on it, but not 

as much, because you know it's going to really be a great day.  Today, I 

mean, I know I'm missing something.  I'm still playing as well as I could. 

 

DANA GROSS-RHODE:  Great.  Thank you all for coming.   

Se Ri, congratulations. 

      - - - - - 

 
 
 
 


